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philosophers are pleading for the emancipation of
mechanised human thought in both its advanced
and initial stages, and it is well to remember
continually that thought must enormously out-
weigh action in their respective totals ; for if thought
does not so preponderate there is a corresponding
loss of interest in life. u After observing them for
some time, I told my boys that they were interested
in three things : work in the factory, eating and
sleeping," said the master of a newly formed works
junior technical school for lads of fourteen to sixteen.
He set about stimulating their thoughts in other
directions and soon transformed their outlook on
life and their bearing towards it. He began to deliver
them from that mental inertia which gradually closes
in upon the adult life of many a manual worker and
which Alexander Patterson describes with such
touching insight and almost with despair. " Should
he happen," he says of the head of the household,
<e to spend the evening at home, with an interval
about 9 p.m. for ' a walk round,' he will sit by the
fireside, strangely silent, often with his hat on but
his coat off, making no attempt to talk, and showing
no desire to listen. There he will sit, with the apathy
of a bullock . . . By this he robs himself of yet
another side of life, which sharpens all the sensations
and memories, and enriches the hard days of a really
happy man." * Education can never be considered
to have gained a due measure of success until this
bullock-like apathy is replaced by a vitalising current
of intelligent thought.

For the cultivation of ideas during school hours
1 Across the Bridges, p. 212.